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without legal formalities (Ordef of September 18, 1940, modified
by a Decret d'application of January 24, 1941). A law published on
March 31, 1941, postponed the application of these enactments
until September 30, 1941. The magistrates, officials, and agents
relieved of their duties have a right to a pension if they have had
a minimum fifteen years' service.
The application of the law of July iy, 1940, has been extended
by a law of August 14, 1940, to officials of the departments and
communes. The relevant decisions are taken: in matters con-
cerning the departement, by a prefect's order; in matters concern-
ing the commune, by an order issued by the mayor and approved
by the prefect.
The Government has made very extensive use of these enact-
ments, and there is hardly an issue of the Journal Qfficiel that does
not contain numbers of dismissals. Thus by large-scale measures
the prefectoral staffs, the teaching profession, the Council of State,
the legal profession, and the diplomatic service have been com-
pletely transformed.
Various enactments have also lowered the age-limits for officials
(see Section III).
A Bill determining afresh the legal status of civil servants and
restoring certain guarantees has been announced (Report appended
to the law published March 31, 1941).
3. CIVIL SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS
(i) Unions. The illegality of civil servants' unions had always
been proclaimed by the Council of State, but in practice all
successive Ministers had been obliged to tolerate them.
A law of October 15, 1940, had pronounced the dissolution
of all civil servants' unions (Reglemnt d? administration publique- of
February 9, 1941).
But it sanctioned the functioning of associations comprising the
officials of the same or equivalent rank in any single department.
Higher civil servants cannot belong to such associations. Provided
permission is given, these associations may in turn be grouped into
unions within a single department.
The management and administration of these groups may only
be entrusted to officials in active service approved by the Minister
concerned. The groups can take legal action and can appeal
before the administrative courts against regulations affecting the
status of the agents whose interests it is their function to defend.
A central committee, presided over by the Secretary-General
of the Office of the President of the Council, is in charge of the
traasfe* of the assets of the dissolved associations.